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OVERVIEW: This 16-day tour covers numerous different habitats from arid desert to the
well-watered northern parts of Namibia, and a brief interlude exploring the Okavango
Panhandle by boat. It gives participants the best chance to see Namibia’s endemics, near
endemics and regional specials, including the elusive Pel’s Fishing Owl, and other wetland
specials plus a wide diversity of African mammals and reptiles.
A total of 335 bird and 51 mammal species were recorded on this tour.

FULL REPORT:
The tour kicked off in Namibia’s capital, Windhoek where the first night was spent at a
charming hotel in one of the city’s southern suburbs. Walks through the hotel grounds
provided a nice introduction to Namibia’s birds with the brightly coloured Marico
Sunbird, Blue Waxbill, Crimson-breasted Shrike, Yellow Canary, Cape Starling and
Acacia Pied Barbet seen alongside more widespread representatives in the form of
Southern Masked Weaver, Marico Flycatcher, White-backed Mousebird, African Redeyed Bulbul, Grey Go-away-bird, White-browed Sparrow-weaver and Chestnutvented Warbler.
Leaving Windhoek we headed out in a northerly direction on board a very comfortable
4x4 touring and safari vehicle to the foothills of the Erongo Mountains on the eastern
edge of the Namib Desert. After checking into our lodge with its expansive views of the
mountains there was time for a short walk during which we connected with Pale-winged
Starling, Pearl-spotted Owlet, Black-faced Waxbill, Kalahari Scrub Robin, African Grey
Hornbill and Rosy-faced Lovebird.
An early morning walk along a dry riverbed and through some characteristic ‘Erongo’
granite outcrops gave the group nice views of our first Namibian ‘specialty birds’ in
Hartlaub’s Spurfowl, Rockrunner and White-tailed Shrike. During the heat of the day
the water feature outside the lodge restaurant provided a constant surge of seed-eaters
coming in for a drink with the main protagonists being Lark-like Bunting, Great Sparrow,
Red-headed Finch, White-throated and Black-throated Canary, Shaft-tailed Whydah,
Violet-eared Waxbill and Green-winged Pytilia. A drive to the nearby Khan Riverbed

with its towering Ana Trees Faidherbia albida presented us with good views of Burchell’s
Starling, Southern White-crowned Shrike, Damara Red-billed Hornbill, Pearl-breasted
Swallow, Short-toed Rock Thrush, Violet Woodhoopoe and an African Hawk Eagle at
its nest. Mammals seen around our lodge in the Erongo hills included Springbok, Giraffe,
Rock Hyrax, Chacma Baboon and two delightful little characters in the form of the
localised Dassie Rat and the Round-eared Elephant-Shrew.
Leaving Erongo on day three we first spent the morning at one of Namibia’s mountain
landmarks, the Spitzkoppe before heading through the Namib Desert to reach the coast
at the town of Walvis Bay. Spitzkoppe comprises a cluster of towering granite inselbergs
rising to about 1,784 metres above sea level. The dramatic landscape here also provided
for some exciting birding with almost instant views of a pair of sought-after Herero Chat
followed by good looks at Carp’s Tit, Augur Buzzard, Pririt Batis, Southern Fiscal,
Monteiro’s Hornbill, Chat Flycatcher, Karoo Long-billed Lark, Ashy Tit and Mountain
Wheatear.
After a long drive through the hot Namib Desert we reached the cool climate of Walvis
Bay and were welcomed by masses of Greater and Lesser Flamingo foraging in the
lagoon across from our lodge. In the late afternoon we were back in the desert to view
one of the strangest plants on the planet, the Welwitschia mirabilis, a true living fossil.

The following morning we took a drive to some large sand dunes to the south-east of
Walvis Bay which were shrouded in dense fog making our search for the morning’s target
bird a rather eerie affair. Nevertheless we did manage to find a few Dune Larks in the mist
before returning to Walvis Bay where the rest of the morning was spent birding around
the local salt works and lagoon. A good variety of early-arriving Palearctic shorebirds was
seen including Common Greenshank, Little Stint, Grey Plover, Sanderling, Red Knot,
Ruddy Turnstone and large numbers of Curlew Sandpiper. Other noteworthy species
seen in the area were White-fronted and Chestnut-banded Plover, Pied Avocet, Cape
Teal, Caspian, Sandwich, Common and Swift (Greater Crested) Terns, Hartlaub’s and
Kelp Gulls and good numbers of Great White Pelican. Another late afternoon ramble on
the gravel plains east of Walvis Bay gave us two more of the Namib’s special little birds,
Gray’s Lark and Tractrac Chat.

After our visit to Walvis Bay we headed north via the coastal towns of Swakopmund and
Henties Bay and then east into the region of Damaraland where the night was spent at
the foot of the Brandberg, Namibia’s highest mountain at 2600m. The parched plains
around the Brandberg provided wonderful scenery and some good birding too with
several groups of Rüppell’s Korhaan, a pair of Ludwig’s Bustard and a family of
Burchell’s Courser seen on the way in to the lodge. These arid plains also produced
Stark’s Lark, Namaqua Sandgrouse, Benguela Long-billed Lark and Karoo Chat while
in the greener vegetation along the ancient Ugab Riverbed there were Grey-backed
Camaroptera, Bokmakierie, Red-faced Mousebird, Red-billed Spurfowl, Dusky
Sunbird and Brubru. At dinner time a Freckled Nightjar provided some entertainment as
it hawked insects from the roof of the lodge restaurant.

From the Brandberg we continued north to Namibia’s most famous National Park, Etosha.
No sooner had we driven through the gate when the first large mammals were spotted.
Greater Kudu, Gemsbok (Southern Oryx), Black-faced Impala, Common Zebra,
Springbok along with several large terrestrial birds in Kori Bustard, Secretarybird, and
Common Ostrich. After dinner the customary vigil at the Okaukuejo Camp’s floodlit
waterhole proved very fruitful with sightings of Elephant, Black & White Rhino, and Lion.

An early morning drive onto the karroid plains north of Okaukuejo produced a good
variety of larks with Red-capped, Pink-billed, Eastern Clapper, Spike-heeled, Sabota as
well as Grey-backed Sparrowlark. Near a Sociable Weaver colony a pair of Pygmy
Falcon showed us their courtship display and many Northern Black Korhaan males
showed up nicely in the morning light. The warmer part of the morning was again spent
at the Okaukuejo waterhole where the endless procession and Zebra, Wildebeest,
Springbok, Gemsbok, Giraffe made life difficult for a pair of Blacksmith Lapwing who
were desperately trying to prevent their three hatchlings from being stepped on.
The next stop in Etosha was Halali Camp in the central region of the park where two
nights were spent. This area’s woodlands and grassy plains offered many good mammal
sightings including Cheetah and excellent Lion viewing. Some of the many noteworthy
bird species seen around Halali Camp were Bare-faced Babbler, Red-necked Falcon,
Double-banded Courser, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Bateleur, Groundscraper Thrush,
Chestnut-backed Sparrowlark, Golden-breasted Bunting, Purple Roller and Spotted

Thick-knee. Every evening just after sunset a real spectacle plays out at the Halali Camp
waterhole as hundreds of Double-banded Sandgrouse descend on this water source
from all directions. This is normally the opening act before the bigger players such as
Elephant, Black Rhino and Spotted Hyaena take centre stage while Honey Badgers
entertain the onlookers from behind the seating area.
Namutoni camp near the eastern border of Etosha was our last stop in the park. The
camp’s white-washed German military fort gives it a unique atmosphere while the
extensive lawns, large umbrella thorn trees and reed-fringed waterhole gave us a variety
of birds including Southern Red-billed and Yellow-billed Hornbills, Common
Scimitarbill, Red-billed Buffalo Weaver, Wattled Starling and Black-backed Puffback.
The area’s Terminalia thickets gave us excellent looks at tiny Damara Dik-dik (Namibia’s
smallest antelope) along with a beautiful young Leopard lying in a small tree. This habitat
also turned out Crested Francolin, White-browed Scrub Robin, Red-crested Korhaan
and Brown-crowned Tchagra while the waterholes i attracted Burchell’s Sandgrouse,
Kittlitz’s Plover, Scaly-feathered Finch, Emerald-spotted Wood Dove and Chestnut
Weaver.
From Etosha we headed to Namibia’s northern border travelling via the towns of
Grootfontein and Rundu. At a lunch stop en-route we got good looks at Black-faced
Babbler and at our lodge on the banks of the Kavango River we snagged two more
babbler species namely Arrow-marked and Hartlaub’s Babbler. Black-crowned Night
Heron, Collared Pratincole and Reed Cormorant were seen flying along the river at
sunset and a Fiery-necked Nightjar was briefly seen after dinner and then proceeded to
‘serenade’ us for the remainder of the night. A pre-breakfast walk in the lodge grounds
produced a variety of quality birds with Meyer’s Parrot, Senegal Coucal, Green
Woodhoopoe, Black-headed Oriole, Yellow-bellied Greenbul, Magpie Shrike, Blackcollared Barbet, African Yellow White-eye and Holub’s Golden Weaver being the most
noteworthy.
Before starting the Botswana leg of the tour we had to drive through a section of the
Caprivi strip where a roadside stop in some Teak woodland gave us Chinspot Batis,
Southern Black Tit, Long-billed Crombec, Grey Penduline Tit, White-crested Helmet
Shrike, African Grey Hornbill and Red-headed Weaver. Just before crossing into
Botswana lunch was enjoyed on a wooden deck overlooking the Okavango River from
where we spotted an interesting assortment of herons including Grey, Striated, Black and
Rufous-bellied alongside African Spoonbill, Yellow-billed Stork, Glossy and Sacred Ibis
and African Openbill. Once through the Muhembo border post en route to our lodge we

picked up Bradfield’s Hornbill, Meves’s Starling, Southern Carmine Bee-eater, and
Lilac-breasted Roller. At the lodge itself, with its views of the Okavango River and the
papyrus floodplains, there were Terrestrial Brownbul, Swamp Boubou, White-fronted
and Little Bee-eaters, Scarlet-chested Sunbird, White-browed Coucal and ‘sparkling’
Violet-backed Starlings.
Our full day in the Okavango was mainly spent cruising up and down the Okavango River
and its channels in a comfortable boat while taking in the splendour of this region’s
waterways and wildlife. Nile Crocodile, Water Monitor, Hippopotamus, Elephant,
Bushbuck and glimpses of the shy Sitatunga were some of the four-legged residents
seen while the birdlife was simply superb. African Skimmer, Purple Heron, Long-toed
Lapwing, African Darter, Malachite Kingfisher, Little Bittern, Fan-tailed Widowbird,
Coppery-tailed Coucal, Black Crake, African Jacana, Squacco Heron, African Fish
Eagle and Hamerkop were just a few of the prominent species seen while top of the pile
were Pel’s Fishing Owl (a single bird roosting high in the riparian woodland) and a pair of
White-backed Night Heron hiding in a thicket just after a large Black Mamba was seen
at close quarters in a similar copse. This memorable day was rounded off with a perfect
Okavango sunset and the customary local ‘sundowners’.

A leisurely walk through the riparian woodland and lodge grounds on our last morning in
the Okavango produced further good birds in the form of Black Cuckooshrike, Goldentailed Woodpecker, Brown Firefinch, Orange-breasted Bushshrike, Spectacled
Weaver, Yellow-breasted Apalis, White-bellied Sunbird, Ashy Flycatcher and a
stunning Narina Trogon. After re-entering Namibia a few hours were spent in the
beautiful Mahango National Park with its mosaic of floodplain, woodland and savannah
habitats. Here we added two outstanding birds to our trip list - - Wattled Crane and Slaty
Egret - while there where good numbers of more widespread wetland species such as
White-faced Whistling Duck and Spur-winged Goose. Game was plentiful in the park
with a good diversity of antelope, including Roan, Sable, Lechwe, Tsessebe, Impala and
Southern Reedbuck. After leaving Mahango we retraced our route back to Rundu.
No birding trip is complete without a visit to a sewage works and so on our penultimate
day of the tour we paid the Rundu sewage ponds a visit. Here we had good numbers of
waterfowl with Hottentot and Red-billed Teal featuring prominently. Other goodies here
were African Swamphen, African Snipe, Greater Painted-Snipe and African Marsh
Harrier. Then it was on the road again as we took the long course south to our final
destination of the tour the Waterberg Plateau National Park. The main feature of this park
is a compressed Sandstone massif rising from the arid shrubby, thornveld plains. The main
camp in the park is situated below the towering red cliffs and wooded thickets. Highlights
around the camp were the tame Damara Dik-diks, Warthogs and Banded Mongoose in
the grounds, the screaming Alpine and Bradfield’s Swifts coming into their cliff top
roosts and the resident pair of Verreaux’s Eagles soaring along the cliff tops.
The final morning of the tour involved picking up one more Namibian specialty, Rüppell’s
Parrot before enjoying a leisurely breakfast and a measured drive back to Windhoek
seeing Tawny Eagle, White-backed and Lappet-faced Vulture, Chacma Baboon and
Impala along the way. Windhoek airport was reached by lunchtime in time to catch our
connecting flights to Johannesburg.

