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With a good safety record, a great tourism 
infrastructure and easy access from Europe, 
Morocco is the most-visited African country by 
tourists. For birders there are a good number of 
North-West African (Maghreb) specials on off er 
and the charismatic Northern Bald Ibis is a major 
birding highlight. Although overall diversity is 
fairly low, Morocco off ers access to many desert 
birds that are hard to see elsewhere.

Our 13-day itinerary takes in the best birding 
Morocco has to off er, visiting all key birding sites. 
We start off  in the high Atlas Mountains where 
African Crimson-winged Finch and Moussier's 
Restart occur. From there we descend to the 
southern coast around Tamri, where the fantastic 
Northern Bald Ibis breeds. Having passed the 
western side of the Atlas Mountains we travel 
east through the rain shadow along the deserts 
of southern Morocco, visiting the famous sand 
deserts of Merzouga/Erfoud area where we hope 
to fi nd Egyptian Nightjar, Desert Sparrow, African 
Desert Warbler, Crowned Sandgrouse, Spotted 
Sandgrouse, Pharaoh Eagle-Owl and Streaked 
Scrub Warbler. In the Atlas foothills we look for 
Dupont's Lark and Tristram's Warbler, before 
searching for Atlas Pied Flycatcher and Levaillant's 
Woodpecker in the coniferous in the Ifrane area. 
Th e tour ends in Casablanca, with our fi nal stop at 

the wetlands of Sidi Bourhaba to look for White-
headed Duck.

Tour Focus
Th is tour is strongly bird-focussed and suitable 
for keen birders. Th at said, Morocco off ers 
great landscapes and interesting culture to keep 
accompanying spouses engaged. Due to the open 
landscapes and good light, birding is generally easy 
and there are good opportunities for photography. 
Travel conditions are generally comfortable, with 
decent hotels, good food and reasonable roads. 
Days are generally warm and dry, although higher 
altitudes can be cold in the early mornings.

Our tour coincides with the peak period of bird 
breeding activity, and a time when many passage 
migrants are passing from their wintering grounds 
in Africa to breeding grounds in Europe. Most 
migratory breeders will have arrived on their 
breeding grounds. Key birds that we target include 
Northern Bald Ibis, Egyptian Nightjar, Th ick-billed 
Lark, Dupont's Lark, African Crimson-winged 
Finch, Seeböhm’s Wheatear and Maghreb Magpie.

A species list will be handed out to you as part of 
your tour booklet at the start of the tour and is 
available beforehand upon request.

Bird the Maghre�
• Sought-after Northern Bald Ibis 

and Egyptian Nightjar

• Numerous Maghreb specialties 
such as Moussier's Redstart and 
Thick-billed Lark

• Great mountain and desert 
landscapes

Tour leader: Michael Mills

Dates (2023)
Morocco                              10 – 22 Apr

Pro�isional Prices
Per person sharing                     $TBA
Single supplement                      $TBA

Starts in Marrakesh, ends in Casablanca

Book online
Visit www.birdingafrica.com
Deposit ($150) by credit card
Email info@birdingafrica.com

Michael’s incredible focus, dedication and ability 
to locate and show Africa's toughest birds is 
probably unequalled. He has led dozens of tours 
across the continent and his experience in locating 
birds on just the soft est of calls or briefest of views 
impresses those who travelled with him.

Thick-bi l led  Lark © Pieter  Verheij
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INTRODUCTION
Morocco is one of the most comfortable African 
countries to travel in, and offers the easiest 
access to the special birds of the Maghreb region 
of North-West Africa. The Atlas Mountains, 
the highest mountains in Africa north of the 
Sahara, run east-west through the country and 
have a major impact on the habitats and climate 
of Morocco. Although generally arid, moister 
conditions in the high mountains has allowed 
tall coniferous forests to develop, with alpine 
grasslands, watered by snow-melt in spring, and 
rocky hill slopes above the tree zone. North of the 
Atlas Mountains, bordering the Atlantic Ocean, 
semi-arid steppes and scrublands cover most 
of the area, and several coastal wetlands have 
developed where north-flowing rivers draining the 
Atlas mountains flow into the ocean. By contrast, 
habitats south of the Atlas Mountains, in the rain 
shadow, are generally true deserts, mostly rocky, 
but sandy in parts with tall sand dunes.

The avifauna is mostly Palaearctic, but with some 
African elements, especially in the south, and a 
good selection of regional specials. Our 13-day 
itinerary aims to see as many regional specialties as 
possible. We start off in the high Atlas Mountains 
at Oukaimeden, where high altitude targets 
include Alpine Chough, Horned Lark, Seeböhm’s 
Wheatear and African Crimson-winged Finch, 
and Moussier's Restart, Barbary Partridge and 

Blue Rock Thrush also occur. Lower down we 
hope to see Levaillant's Woodpecker and African 
Blue Tit. From here we drop down to the southern 
coast, basing ourselves in Agadir for two nights. 
Here we visit the coastal scrublands at Tamri in 
search of the fantastic Northern Bald Ibis, and look 
for Audouin’s Gull and various other waterbirds 
around the Souss and Massa Rivers. Having 
passed the western side of the Atlas Mountains 
we then start to travel east, pausing overnight at 
Guelmim, Tata and Boumalne Dades on our way 
to the Merzouga/Erfoud areas. En route we stand 
a chance of seeing various desert species such 
as Streaked Scrub Warbler, Thick-billed Lark, 
Red-rumped Wheatear, Fulvous Babbler and 
Trumpeter Finch. We have two full days around 
in the Merzouga/Erfoud area where we hope to 
find Egyptian Nightjar, Desert Sparrow, African 
Desert Warbler, Crowned Sandgrouse, Spotted 
Sandgrouse, Pharaoh Eagle-Owl and Streaked 
Scrub Warbler.  There is also an outside chance 
of seeing Houbara Bustard. We then cross the 
Atlas Mountains in eastern Morocco, pausing in 
the Midelt area to look for Dupont's Lark and 
Tristram's Warbler, and the Ifrane area for Atlas 
Pied Flycatcher and Levaillant's Woodpecker. 
Our last destination will be the wetlands of 
Sidi Bourhaba to look for White-headed Duck 
and various other waterfowl, before ending in 
Casablanca.

Accommodation and meals
Accommodation and meals are generally of a good 
standard. All rooms have private bathrooms and 
cold and hot running water is generally available. 

Meals are a generally Moroccan style. Some 
breakfasts and most lunches may be taken in the 
field.

Water is not safe to drink so we supply free bottled 
water in the vehicle that you can take to your 
rooms for drinking and brushing teeth.

Group size
Maximum 9 participants. 

Walking
This tour requires only a moderate degree of 
fitness. All walks will last less than four hours and 
be conducted at a manageable pace. Terrain where 
we walk is generally flat, except at Oukaimeden, 
where it is quite rocky.

International flights
Participants are required to make their own 
international flight reservations. 

The tour starts with dinner and accommodation 
in Marrakesh on 11 April 2023. The tour ends 
in Casablanca on the evening of 22 April 
2023 (excluding accommodation or dinner). 
Participants can leave any time after 21h00. 

Trumpeter  Finch © Pieter  Verheij

Greater  Hoopoe-Lark © Pieter  Verheij
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Casablanca

Marrakesh
Erfoud

Ifrane

Kenitra

Boumalne Dades

ITINERARY AND MAP
Day 1 10 Apr 2023 Arrive. Overnight in Marrakesh.

Day 2 11 Apr 2023 Marrakesh to Oukaimeden. Overnight near Oukaimeden.

Day 3 12 Apr 2023 Oukaimeden to Agadir. Overnight in Agadir.

Day 4 13 Apr 2023 Agadir area, including Tamri and Souss River. Overnight in Agadir.

Day 5 14 Apr 2023 Agadir to Guelmim via Massa River. Overnight in Guelmim.

Day 6 15 Apr 2023 Guelmim to Tata. Overnight in Tata.

Day 7 16 Apr 2023 Tata to Boumalne Dades. Overnight in Boumalne Dades.

Day 8 17 Apr 2023 Boumalne to Erfoud via Tagdilt Track. Overnight Erfoud.

Day 9 18 Apr 2023 Full day in Erfoud/Rissani area. Overnight Erfoud.

Day 10 19 Apr 2023 Full day in Erfoud/Rissani area. Overnight Erfoud.

Day 11 20 Apr 2023 Erfoud to Midelt. Overnight Midelt.

Day 12 21 Apr 2023 Midelt to Ifrane. Overnight Ifrane.

Day 13 22 Apr 2023 Ifrane to Casablanca. Tour ends.

Agadir

Tata

7

1

Deser t  Sparrow © Pieter  Verheij
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Day 4: Agadir area including Tamri

This morning we'll wind our way along the 
mountainous coast to Tamri where, in coastal 
scrublands, we'll search for the Critically 
Endangered Northern Bald Ibis. In the past ten 
years their numbers have increased thanks to 
local conservation efforts. In the surrounding 
scrublands we may also find Spectacled Warbler, 
Sardinian Warbler and Desert Grey Shrike, and 
along the coast we hope to see Yellow-legged Gull 
and Audouin’s Gull. In the afternoon we'll bird 
the wetlands at Souss River mouth on the edge of 
Agadir, where we may find various waders such 
as Common Redshank, Eurasian Stone-curlew , 
Dunlin and Kentish Plover, and other waterbirds 
like Great Egret, Pied Avocet and European 
Spoonbill. The surrounding thickets hold Zitting 
Cisticola and the local race of European Magpie, 
sometimes split as Maghreb Magpie. After dark 
we may be fortunate to see Red-necked Nightjar 
if they have arrived on their breeding grounds by 
now. Overnight in Agadir.

Day 5: Agadir to Guelmim via Massa River

We'll start the day off at the productive wetlands 
and scrublands of the Massa River, west of 
Agadir. Wetland birds should include Marbled 
Duck, Common Kingfisher, Eurasian Coot, 
Great Cormorant and Cetti’s Warbler, and in 
surrounding habitats we hope to find Little Owl, 
Black-crowned Tchagra, European Serin, European 
Stonechat, Brown-throated Martin, Yellow Wagtail 
and Cirl Bunting. In the afternoon we'll drive 
to the desert plains of the Guelmim area, where 
top birds could include Red-rumped Wheatear, 
Spanish Sparrow, Desert Wheatear, Bar-tailed Lark, 
Greater Hoopoe-Lark, Streaked Scrub Warbler and 
Cream-coloured Courser. 

Day 6: Guelmim to Tata

Today we drive through deserts, south of the Atlas 
Mountains, making various stops en route. We 
may find our first Fulvous Babbler, White-crowned 
Wheatear and Thick-billed Lark. After sunset we'll 
watch for drinking Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse not 
far from our accommodation. Overnight in Tata.

DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY

Day 1: Arrive Marrakesh

Welcome to Morocco. The tour starts with dinner 
and an overnight stay in the cultural city of 
Marrakesh. Pallid Swift, House Bunting, Eurasian 
Collared Dove and Spotless Starling breed in 
the city, as they do in many settlements around 
Morocco.

Day 2: Marrakesh to Oukaïmeden

Lying just south of Marrakesh are the high Atlas 
Mountains, a spectacular backdrop to the city 
scape. An excellent tar road takes us all the way up 
to the ski resort of Oukaïmeden, one of the best 
places to access the high altitude habitats of this 
region. On the way up we will pause to bird the 
forests on the lower slopes, where we hope to find 
the regional endemic Levaillant’s Woodpecker, 
together with Greater Spotted Woodpecker, 
Common Wood Pigeon, Common Nightingale and 
African Blue Tit. Rock Bunting occurs in rocky 
areas. At Oukaïmeden itself, flocks of Red-billed 

Chough and Alpine Chough feed on the short 
alpine grasslands, joined by Seeböhm’s Wheatear 
and Horned Lark. The scarce African Crimson-
winged Finches can be unpredictable but we stand 
a good chance of seeing it. More vegetated areas 
are home to Mistle Thrush, Rock Sparrow, Black 
Redstart, the delightful Moussier’s Redstart and 
Eurasian Wren. Along a fast-flowing river we'll 
watch for White-throated Dipper, and rocky, 
mountainous areas hold Blue Rock Thrush and 
Black Wheatear nearby. Barbary Partridge occurs 
throughout but is quite secretive. Overnight on the 
slopes below Oukaïmeden.

Day 3: Oukaïmeden to Agadir

We have a final morning to bird the Oukaïmeden 
area before returning to Marrakesh and driving 
along a main freeway, through Argan woodlands, 
to the south-west coast of Morocco. Stops en 
route could turn up Western Orphean Warbler. 
Overnight at Agadir. Tristram's  Warbler  © Pieter  Verheij

Levai l lant ' s  Green Woodpecker  © Pieter  Verheij
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Day 11: Erfoud to Midelt

Today we drive north into the Atlas Mountains, 
pausing at various mountain passes where Eurasian 
Crag Martin, Bonelli's Eagle and Tristram’s Warbler 
are possible. We hope to arrive in time to look for 
Dupont’s Lark on the arid plains around Zaida in 
the late afternoon. Overnight in Midelt .

Day 12: Midelt to Ifrane

The Zaida plains are one of the best places to 
search for the localised Dupont's Lark. They are 
incredible movers, running at lightning speed 
across the lightly-bushed plains, like coursers, and 
even when found that can be hard to keep up with. 
Alongside them we should find Greater Short-toed 
Lark, Lesser Short-toed Lark and Desert Wheatear. 
Later in the day we'll move into the higher Atlas 
Mountains around Ifrane, with its coniferous 
forests. Here the avifauna is much more European, 
with Coal Tit, Short-toed Treecreeper, Common 
Firecrest, Eurasian Jay, Eurasian Nuthatch, 
Common Chaffinch, Common Linnet, Stock 
Dove, Eurasian Wren, Woodlark, Northern Raven, 
Hawfinch, European Robin, Long-legged Buzzard 

and Eurasian Sparrowhawk on our radars. It is one 
of the best areas to see Levaillant’s Woodpecker 
and we hope that Atlas Pied Flycatcher and 
Western Bonelli's Warbler will just have arrived on 
their breeding grounds. Lesser Kestrel breed in the 
area and we should also see European Roller. At 
Lake Aoua we hope to find a variety of waterbirds 
including Great Crested Grebe, Black-necked 
Grebe, Ferruginous Duck, Northern Shoveler and 
Gadwall. After dark we'll look for European Scops 
Owl. Night in Ifrane.

Day 13: Ifrane to Casablanca via Kenitra

On the final day of the trip we drive from Ifrane 
to Casablanca, where the tour ends in the evening. 
We should have time to go via the wetlands of Sidi 
Bourhaba at Kenitra, which is one of the best sites 
in Africa to see White-headed Duck. Other likely 
waterbirds include Red-crested Pochard, Common 
Pochard, Western Marsh Harrier, Ferruginous 
Duck, Little Tern, Red-knobbed Coot and Purple 
Swamphen. Western Jackdaw occurs in the area 
and we'll watch for Calandra Lark in farm fields en 
route.

Day 7: Tata to Boumalne Dades

Continuing east today through the deserts south 
of the Atlas Mountains, we make various stops 
along the way to Boumalne Dades. We'll check a 
regular drinking spot for Crowned Sandgrouse and 
Spotted Sandgrouse, and at the same spot should 
find our first Ruddy Shelduck. Migrants present 
could include Little Ringed Plover and Red-
throated Pipit. Palm oases could turn up a variety 
of migrating passerines, including Rufous-tailed 
Scrub Robin and Eastern Olivaceous Warbler. In 
the afternoon we pass through more rocky areas 
where Trumpeter Finch is possible and there is a 
small chance of Mourning Wheatear. Overnight in 
Boumalne Dades.

Day 8: Boumalne Dades to Erfoud

The Tagdilt Track near Boumalne is one of 
Morocco's most famous birding areas, although 
habitat degradation means it is not nearly as good 
as it was 20 years ago. Still, we should manage to 
find Desert Wheatear, Red-rumped Wheatear, 
Temminck's Lark and Cream-coloured Courser, 
and if we are lucky could encounter Thick-billed 
Lark, Black-bellied Sandgrouse and Pin-tailed 
Sandgrouse. East of Boumalne we'll search rocky 

areas for Mourning Wheatear, and in Todgha 
Gorge could find Streaked Scrub Warbler. 
Overnight in the Erfoud area.

Days 9–10: Erfoud/Rissani area

The spectacular sand deserts of the Erfoud area 
will be our destination for two full days. For some 
of the time we will transfer to 4x4s to access some 
of the more sandy areas. Top birds here include the 
spectacular Egyptian Nightjar, which we will look 
for in the day and at night. It is also the best area to 
find African Desert Warbler, Greater Hoopoe-Lark, 
Thick-billed Lark and Desert Sparrow. Pharaoh 
Eagle-Owl nests on some cliffs, sometimes joined 
by Barbary Falcon, Lanner Falcon and Brown-
necked Raven. Rocky areas of desert are home to 
the localised Maghreb Lark and around palm oases 
we will search for Blue-cheeked Bee-eater. The very 
rare Houbara Bustard is occasionally seen too, and 
there are further chances for Spotted Sandgrouse, 
Crowned Sandgrouse and Fulvous Babbler. 
Wetland birding should produce many Greater 
Flamingo, Ruddy Shelduck and Marbled Duck, 
and the local race of White Wagtail ('Moroccan 
Wagtail') occurs along some of the rivers in the 
area.

Crowned Sandgrouse  © Pieter  Verheij

Eg yptian Nightjar  © Pieter  Verheij
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INCLUDED
• Guiding services of the Birding Africa tour leader

• Entry fees and activities as per itinerary

• Hotel accommodation throughout and all meals

• Airport transfers and ground transport

• Bottled water in the vehicle

• One soft drink at each sit-down meal

• General tips

QUESTIONS?
Please email the office, info@birdingafrica.com, to reserve a place or ask 
questions (you can also cc michael@birdingafrica.com and callan@birdingafrica.
com who are both involved in the planning of this tour).

BOOKLET AND CHECKLIST
Birding Africa provides:

1. this tour leaflet with detailed itinerary

2. the tour information pack, emailed to you

3. the tour booklet with checklists, on the tour

HOW TO BOOK
1. Complete our easy online booking form.

2. Secure your booking deposit by credit card on our 3D secure online payment 
site ($150).

3. Settle the balance by bank transfer 150 days before the tour. We will email 
you a reminder and the banking details.

Cream-coloured Courser  © Pieter  Verheij


