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Day S1: Arrive Freetown

Those joining only the Sierra Leone part of the
tour arrive in Freetown today, where they spend
the night.

Day S2: To Tiwai Island

Today we say farewell to Liberia, making the easy
drive west to the Sierra Leone border and looking
out for Preuss's Cliff Swallow en route. The small,
fairly organised border crossing is not hard to
negotiate. We plan to arrive at Tiwai Island in the
mid afternoon.

Those coming only on the Sierra Leone segment
of the tour make the easy drive from Freetown to
Tiwai Island, where they meet up with the rest of
the group.

Day S3: Tiwai Island

Tiwai Island protects a stretch of primary forest
surrounded by the picturesque Moa River. The
river itself, accessed on canoes and a boat, is the
main attraction of our visit, and two very special
birds will be the focus of our time, namely Rufous
Fishing Owl and White-crested Tiger Heron.

Our camp is located in a clearing in the forest,
with good birding in the immediate surrounds.
There are also a good number of primate species
to be seen. Other bird species that we have a
chance to see here include Brown Nightjar, African
Pitta (at night, roosting), Spotted Honeyguide,
Chocolate-backed Kingfisher, Rock Pratincole,
Egyptian Plover, Hartlaub's Duck, White-browed
Forest Flycatcher, African Finfoot, Nkulengu
Rail, Cassin's Flycatcher, Western White-crested
Hornbill, Fanti Drongo, Maxwell's Black Weaver,
White-throated Blue Swallow, Western Pied
Hornbill and Fire-bellied Woodpecker. Night on
Tiwai Island.

White-crested Tiger Heron © Tertius Gous
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Emerald Starling © Tertius Gous
Day S4: Tiwai Island to Gola North

After some final birding at Tiwai we make the

3.5 hour long drive to Gola North. En route we
will stop in some farmbush to search for Puvel's
Illadopsis and Capuchin Babbler. We plan to arrive
at Lalehun by the early afternoon, as there are

two colonies of Yellow-headed Picathartes that we
could visit this evening. Overnight at Gola North.

Day S5: Gola North

While we won't enter the remote primary forest
at Gola North, a good array of birds can be found
during easy walks around our accommodation.
Birds we could find include Latham's Forest
Francolin, Black-shouldered Nightjar, Sabine's
Spinetail, Cassin’s' Spinetail, Yellow-billed Turaco,
Long-tailed Hawk, Western Piping Hornbill,
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Brown-cheeked Hornbill, Yellow-casqued Hornbill,
Timneh Parrot, Pale-breasted Illadopsis and
Copper-tailed Starling. Overnight at Gola North.

Day S6: Gola North to Bumbuna area

After some final birding at Gola we drive west to
Bumbuna, breaking the journey in Kanema where
we will look for Forbes's Plover in some rice fields.
Black-backed Cisticola occurs nearby. Night in
Makeni town.

Day S7: Bumbuna area

With all the forest birding done over the past days,
some easy, open country birding will be welcome.
The Bumbuna areas is famous for being one of the
most accessible sites where the localised Emerald
Starling can be found, and finding some of these
beautiful birds will be a major target of our time
here. Turati's Boubou, Togo Paradise Whydah,
Cameroon Indigobird and Baumann’s Olive

Greenbul will be other major targets of our visit,
found alongside a wide range of moist savanna
birds such as Senegal Eremomela, Moustached
Grass Warbler, Violet Turaco, Senegal Batis,
Yellow-winged Pytilia, African Firefinch, Red-
headed Quelea and Grasshopper Buzzard.

Day S8: Bambuna to Freetown

After some final birding in the Makeni-Bumbuna
area we make the shortish drive to Freetown,
planning to arrive in the early afternoon. If we have
not seen Yellow-headed Picathartes by now we will
visit a colony on the nearby Western Peninsula in
the evening.

Day S9: Freetown area

Our final day of birding will be spent in the greater
Freetown area. Main targets include Pied-winged
Swallow and Crimson Seedcracker. The tour ends
in the evening.

Yellow-headed Picathartes © Tasso Leventis

Togo Paradise Whydah (above) and Plain Nightjar (below) © Tertius Gous
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INCLUDED

e Expert Birding Africa tour leader

e Entry fees and activities as per itinerary

e Accommodation throughout (no camping)
e Airport transfers on arrival/departure

e Bottled water in the vehicle

e One soft drink at each sit-down meal

e General tips

QUESTIONS?

Please email the office, info@birdingafrica.com, to reserve a place or ask
guestions (you can also cc michael@birdingafrica.com and callan@birdingafrica.
com who are both involved in the planning of this tour.

BOOKLET AND CHECKLIST
Birding Africa provides:

1. this tour leaflet with detailed itinerary
2. the tour information pack, emailed to you

3. the tour booklet with checklists, on the tour

HOW TO BOOK

1. Complete our easy online booking form.

2. Secure your booking deposit by credit card on our 3D secure online payment
site (5150).

3. Settle the balance by bank transfer 150 days before the tour. We will email
you a reminder and the banking details.
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African Pitta © Tertius Gous




